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PDF backgrounds are great, especially when you want to make your document attractive and easy to read. However, you will be obliged to remove background from PDFs in several instances. It could be your company is changing its background brand/message/colors, or the client requires that the document is submitted without a PDF background.

Irrespective of the reasons, it is important to remove the PDF background correctly. The secret is using the right tool. If you are a PDF beginner, you will probably struggle to find a suitable tool. In this article, we will talk about the top 7 questions about removing background from PDF files, thus you can effortlessly find the best tool as guided to complete your tasks.



In this article

1. What Is PDF Page Background?

2. How To Remove Background From PDF Online Free?

3. How To Remove PDF Background With Offline Tools?

4. How To Remove Background From Selected PDF Pages?

5. How To Make PDF Background Transparent?

6. How To Remove Background From Multiple PDF Files at Once?

7. How To Remove Background From a Scanned PDF?







1. What Is PDF Page Background?

A PDF page background is that background that appears behind your PDF texts or images on the page. Your PDF texts or images appear on top of the background. Although the background is visible, you can still read the texts or view the images. Often solid colors and images are used as page backgrounds.

People use page backgrounds to make their documents visually attractive, while others for brand printing. PDF page backgrounds can vary from one page to another depending on your interest. This means you can customize your PDF background so that different pages can have different or share the same backgrounds. However, a page can only have a single background.



2. How To Remove Background From PDF Online Free?

Removing background from PDF online has never been a tough task. With the help of Google Docs, you can seamlessly remove background from PDFs online free. The process is simple, as shown in the steps below.

Step 1 Firstly, you need to upload files to Google Drive. Open your Google Drive account and upload the target PDF file. To do so, go to your Google account, click the "My Drive" drop-down arrow, select "File Upload," and follow the on-screen instructions to upload the PDF file.



Step 2 When the PDF is uploaded to Google Drive, right-click it and choose "Open with" > "Google Docs."



Step 3 The background will automatically disappear when the PDF file loads on Google Docs. You can now download the PDF file to your computer without the background. Simply go to "File" and then the "Download" > "PDF Document (.pdf)."



This method simply removes all the images and formatting on your PDF file. You will lose the original formatting ranging from structure to appearance. Furthermore, it deletes all the images in your PDF file. Therefore, it is not an ideal option if you want to maintain your original PDF structure and images.



3. How To Remove PDF Background With Offline Tools?

Removing PDF background online has drawbacks and can be overcome by the right offline PDF tool. Fortunately, Wondershare PDFelement - PDF Editor offers the best platform to remove PDF background offline. This program is enriched with plenty of amazing tools to seamlessly transform the way you remove backgrounds on all types of PDF files. It allows users to effortlessly remove, update, and add backgrounds. The beauty of PDFelement is that it is easy to install and use, affordable, super-fast, and compatible with nearly any devices.
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The following steps illustrate how to remove PDF background with Wondershare PDFelement.
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Step 1 Launch PDFelement on your computer and upload the PDF file that you want to remove its background.

Step 2 When the PDF file is loaded, head to the "Edit" tab, then click "Background" > "Delete Background".



Step 3 A window will pop up to ask you that you are sure to delete the PDF background. Please click "Yes".



Step 4 When the PDF background is removed, go to "File" and then click "Save" to save the changes you have made to your file.



4. How To Remove Background From Selected PDF Pages?

PDFelement also provides an excellent platform to remove PDF background from selected PDF pages. Therefore, you can customize your PDF to have backgrounds on certain pages while leaving others without backgrounds. The simplest way to do it with PDFelement is to use the "Update Background" option. This way, you can select the pages you want the PDF background to appear. The steps are illustrated below.
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Step 1 Open the PDF file with PDFelement. When the PDF file is loaded, head to the toolbar and click the "Edit" tab. Click the "Background" drop-down arrow and select "Update Background."



Step 2 In the "Background" window, choose the pages you want to retain the background. Click the "Custom" radio button and type the page range in the custom field. Alternatively, you can click the "All Pages" option and select "Odd" or "Even" pages depending on your need.



Step 3 Once you are satisfied, click the "Apply" button to confirm and remove the background from the selected PDF pages. To save the changes, go to the "File" menu and click the "Save" button.



5. How To Make PDF Background Transparent?

Another way to make your PDF background invisible is to make the background transparent. Fortunately, PDFelement makes it extremely effortless to create PDF with transparent background. You set the PDF background opacity to "0", and the contents of the background layer will be invisible. Follow the steps below:
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Step 1 Open the target PDF file with PDFelement on your PC. Once opened, proceed to the toolbar and hit the "Edit" tab.

Step 2 Click the "Background" > "Update Background" option.

Step 3 In the "Background" pop-up window, slide the "Opacity" slider to "0%". You can choose the page range and tweak other settings to meet your needs. When satisfied, click the "Apply" button.





6. How To Remove Background From Multiple PDF Files at Once?

If you have multiple PDF files, removing background at one time means you spare more time and energy. Fortunately, PDFelement allows users to remove background from multiple PDF files at once with the "Batch Process" feature. This process is easy and is completed with just a few clicks. The following steps illustrate how to remove background from multiple PDF files simultaneously.
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Step 1 Run PDFelement on your computer to display the main window. Locate and click the "Batch Process" tab followed by the "Background" feature.



Step 2 From the subsequent window, click the "Add Files" button and select the multiple files you want to remove background at once. Click "Open" to upload the PDF files.

Step 3 Once the PDF files are uploaded, choose the "Remove Background" option on the top-right. You can also specify the output folder.

Step 4 Click "Apply" to remove the background from your multiple PDFs at once.





7. How To Remove Background From a Scanned PDF?

To remove background from a scanned PDF file, you first need to make the PDF file recognizable via the PDFlement's OCR feature. This process makes your PDF file editable and searchable. However, the OCR feature should be installed in your PDFelement first. Follow the steps below to perform OCR on your scanned PDF file.
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Step 1 Open your scanned PDF file with Wondershare PDFelement.

Step 2 Usually, a blue bar will display at the top to notice you that the file is a scanned PDF and you can perform PDF text recognition to make it editable. You can click the "Perform" OCR button directly. Alternatively, click the "Tool" tab and select the "OCR" icon on the far-left to initiate the OCR feature.



Step 3 Under the "Scan Option" in the OCR PDF window, choose the "Scan to editable text." You can also select the desired page range and language recognition. Next, click the "Apply" button, and your scanned PDF will be recognizable/editable.



Step 4 Now that the PDF file is recognized, you can proceed to delete the background. Right-click the background image and select the "Delete" option. Then the background image will be removed from the PDF file.



In this article, we have answered the 7 most frequently asked questions about removing background from PDF files online. Besides the helpful free online PDF background removal tool, we also recommend a fantastic offline tool – Wondershare PDFelement, which will help you manage PDF background. With this software, removing background from PDF is easier than ever. Download this amazing program and get the best way to edit your PDF files.
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