
    


    
    Top
   
    







  
    
      
        
          
            
          
        
        
          
          
            PDFelement: PDF Editor, Scanner

            Edit, Convert, Annotate PDF

            Edit, Annotate PDF

          

        

      

      OPEN
      OPEN
    

  




  
    
      
        
          wondershare
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
  
    Video Creativity
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Video Creativity Products

        
          
          
            Filmora
            Complete video editing tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            DemoCreator
            Efficient tutorial video maker.

          

        
        
          
          
            UniConverter
            High-speed media conversion.

          

        
        
          
          
            Virbo
            Powerful AI video generator.

          

        
        
          
          
            Presentory
            AI video presentation maker.

          

        
        View all products
      

      
        Explore

        	Overview
	Video
	Photo
	Creative Center


      

    

  


	
  
    Diagram & Graphics
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Diagram & Graphics Products

        
          
          
            EdrawMax
            Simple diagramming.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawMind
            Collaborative mind mapping.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawProj
            A professional Gantt chart tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            Mockitt
            Design, prototype & collaborate online.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    PDF Solutions
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        PDF Solutions Products

        
          
          
            PDFelement
            PDF creation and editing.

          

        
        
          
          
            Document Cloud
            Cloud-based document management.

          

        
        
          
          
            PDF Reader
            Simple and free PDF reading.

          

        
        
          
          
            HiPDF
            Free All-In-One Online PDF Tool.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    Data Management
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Data Management Products

        
          
          
            Recoverit
            Lost file recovery.

          

        
        
          
          
            Repairit
            Repair broken videos, photos, etc.

          

        
        
          
          
            Dr.Fone
            Mobile device management.

          

        
        
          
          
            MobileTrans
            Phone to phone transfer.

          

        
        
          
          
            FamiSafe
            Parental control app.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	Explore AI
	Business
	Shop
	Support
	
              Sign in
            
	
              
              
                
                Account Center
                Sign out
              

            


        

      

    

  
  
    
      
        
          
            
            PDFelement
          
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
              
                Products
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Desktop

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Windows
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Mac
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDF Reader for Windows
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Mobile App

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for iPhone/iPad
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Android
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  InstaScan - PDF Scanner for iPhone
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Cloud & SDK

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  Document Cloud
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement Pro DC
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement SDK
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              What's New
                            

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                
                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Solutions
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Educational Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Read PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Annotate PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Create PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Combine PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Personal Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Convert PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Edit PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Compress PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Organize PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Professional Users

                            
                            
                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF Form
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Sign PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Protect PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Batch PDF
                                  
                                


                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF OCR
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Extract PDF Data
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                    
                                    AI-Powered PDF Tool
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    eSign PDFs Legally
                                  
                                


                            

                          

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              Industries
                            

                            
                            
                              	
                                  Education
                                
	
                                  IT Service
                                
	
                                  Legal
                                
	
                                  Healthcare
                                


                              	
                                  Financial
                                
	
                                  Government
                                
	
                                  Publishing
                                
	
                                  Freelancer
                                


                            

                          

                        

                      

                      
                        All PDF Features
                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Resources & Help
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Hot Topics

                            
                            	
                                Top List
                              
	
                                Mac Software
                              
	
                                PDF Apps
                              
	
                                OCR PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Sign PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Edit PDF like Word
                              
	
                                PDF Converter Tips
                              
	
                                PDF Compressor Tips
                              


                            Find More Topics
                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                                Why PDFelement

                                
                                	
                                    Customer Stories
                                  
	
                                    PDF Software Comparison
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                Better Use

                                
                                	
                                    Tech Specs
                                  
	
                                    Contact Support
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                User Guide

                                
                                	
                                    PDFelement for Windows
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Mac
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for iOS
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Android
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                 

                                
                                	
                                    PDF Reader
                                  
	
                                    Document Cloud
                                  
	
                                    InstaScan for iPhone
                                  


                              

                            

                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Explore More

                            
                            	
                                Reviews
                                See what our users say.

                              
	
                                Free PDF Templates
                                Edit, print, and customize free templates.

                              
	
                                PDF Knowledge
                                PDF-related information you need.

                              
	
                                Download Center
                                Download the most powerful and simple PDF tools.

                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              Upgrade
            
	
              Business
            
	
              Download
              Download
              Pricing
              Pricing
            
	
              
                
                  
                    
                    
                  
                
              
            


        

      

    

  


 




          
          
            
              
                
                  Edit PDF Solutions


  	
              
                  Editing Tips

              

              
                  	Free PDF Editor
	Free PDF Writer
	How to Edit File in PDF
	Open Source PDF Editor
	Spell Check PDF
	Copy and Paste from PDF
	Move and Align Objects
	Can't Edit PDF
	PDF Metadata Viewer
	Edit Metadata
	PDF Graphic Editors
	Flatten PDF
	 Online PDF Editor
	Flatten PDF Online
	Edit PDF in Chrome 
	Ubuntu PDF Editor
	Edit PDF on Linux
	Snapshot PDF


              

          
	
            
                PDF Watermark

            

            
                	PDF Watermark Remover
	Remove Watermark from PDF
	Add Logo to PDF
	Add Watermark in PDF
	Free Remove Watermark from PDF
	Online Remove PDF Watermark
	Watermark PDF Online


            

        
	
          
              PDF Background

          

          
              	Remove Background
	 Create PDF with Transparent Background
	Change Background Color
	Color PDF
	Add Background to PDF


          

      
	
        
            PDF Image

        

        
            	Add Image to PDF
	Add a GIF to PDF
	Flip a PDF Image
	Add PNG to PDF
	Remove PDF Image
	Edit PDF Image
	Paste Image into PDF
	Mirror Image in PDF
	Add Image to PDF Online
	Add Picture to PDF
	Crop Image in PDF
	Manage PDF Layers
	Insert Image to PDF
	Insert Picture into PDF
	Add Photo to PDF
	PDF Image Editor
	Insert Photo into PDF


        

    
	
        
            PDF Text

        

        
            	Edit PDF Text
	Insert Text into PDF
	Increase Font Size
	Edit PDF Font
	Change Font Color
	Copy Text from PDF
	Edit Font Size
	Select Text in PDF
	Delete Text from PDF
	Change Font in PDF
	Edit PDF Text Online
	Change Text Color
	Change Font Size


        

    
	
        
            PDF Link

        

        
            	Add Link to PDF 
	Hyperlinks Not Work in PDF
	Create URL for PDF
	PDF Link to Page
	Embed Video in PDF
	Edit Link in PDF
	Remove Link from PDF
	Create Link for PDF 
	Add Audio to PDF
	Add Video in PDF


        

    
	
        
            PDF Page Numbers

        

        
            	Add Page Numbers to PDF
	Add Header and Footer to PDF
	Remove Footer from PDF
	Add Bates Numbering
	Change Page Numbers in PDF
	Insert Page Number in PDF
	Start Page Number on Page 3
	 Add Page Numbers Online


        

    
	
        
            Translate PDF

        

        
            	Translate PDF
	Translate Scanned Document
	Google Translate PDF
	English to Hindi
	English to French
	French to English
	English to Spanish
	Spanish to English
	Japanese to English
	German to English


        

    


  Try It Free    Try It Free  Try It Free


                

              

              
                  
            

          
          


    
		
		  	  	    
      
    
		
      
        
          How to Search for a Word in a PDF

        

      

      
        

          
            
              
            

            
              
                
                  
                    Elise Williams

                  

                

                
                  
                    2024-01-08 18:46:10 • Filed to:
                    Editing Tips
                    • Proven solutions
                  

                

              

            

          

          Imagine you are dealing with a PDF file that has hundreds of pages and you need to find a specific word or phrase in that document. How'd you feel? Looks difficult, right? Well, it is very difficult to search for a specific word or a piece of text in a PDF file. And if you are looking for how to search for a word in a PDF, this comprehensive post will help you do so like a boss. Let's find below how to search a PDF with Wondershare PDFelement - PDF Editor - the most affordable and robust PDF tool.




	Part 1: Three Methods to Search for a Word in a PDF on Windows
	Method 1: Search a Word in PDF by the "Search" Icon
	Method 2: Search a PDF for Words and Phrases by Pressing "Ctrl+F"
	Method 3: PDF Search not Finding Words - What to Do？
	Part 2: How to Search a Word in PDF on Mac
	Part 3: How to Search Word in PDF Online




Part 1: Three Methods to Search for a Word in a PDF on Windows

Wondershare PDFelement - PDF Editor features some of the best features of PDF editing in the market. The tool is known for its efficient model and use cases covered in a simple and efficient user interface. People looking for a word within a PDF document can make multiple changes across the platform, including procedures common across word processing documents. To understand how to search for a word in a PDF, you need to look into the steps displayed as follows.
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Method 1: Search a Word in PDF by the "Search" Icon

Step 1. Open PDF File

Launch PDFelement and open the desired PDF file that contains the words or phrases you are looking for. To open a PDF file, click the "Open PDF" button on the Home window.



Step 2. Search for Keywords or Phrases in PDF

Now, click the "Search" icon in the left vertical bar. A search window will appear, and then you can type the word or phrase you are looking for. On observing the new panel, you can work across the search with case-sensitive and whole words filters.

	Case sensitive: If you select this option, the search results will be case-sensitive.
	Whole words only: For example, you are looking for the word "and", and it is already a part of many other words such as Land or Bandage, by selecting "Whole words only", only the "and" as a separate word will be selected.
	Include comments: If the word(s) you searched existed in the comments, it also will be shown in the search results.
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Step 3. Advanced Search

PDFelement provides users to select a different option in the search. Select "Advanced Search" from the "Search" menu. It allows you to select the files you want to search.

Furthermore, you can look over different filters and find the text you chose. The search range also includes comments, bookmarks, and attachments.
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Step 4. Locate the Matched Keywords

You can easily be moved to your desired phrase or word. Just click on the phrase in the list and it will be moved to that piece of work.



Step 5. Search and Replace （Optional)

If the search involves replacing and removing the text from the PDF, the user can select the option of "Search and Replace" from the drop-down menu. Over selecting, the user needs to add the text and replace it with the right content.
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So, this is how to search word in PDF without any hassle. Now, let's move to the second method and learn how to search for a word in a PDF using shortcut method.





Method 2: How to Search a PDF for Words and Phrases by Pressing "Ctrl+F"

Step 1. Ctrl + F to Search Words

Launch PDFelement and open the desired file by tapping on the "Open PDF" button. Once the file is opened, press "Ctrl + F" and a "Find" message bar will appear. You can type any word or phrase in the search bar and find it in the document.
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Step 2. Find and Replace

Also, if you need to replace that specific word or phrase in single or multiple locations, you can click the "Replace with" option and then enter the new text in the box. After that, tap on the "Replace" button, or the "Replace All" button if you need to replace all the found texts.



So, this is how you search for a word or phrase in a PDF and replace it with the other text if needed. Wondering how to search for a text in a scanned document? Well, fortunately, PDFelement is powerful enough to help you in this regard.





Method 3: PDF Search not Finding Words - What to Do？

If PDF search is not working and can't find the words you need, the PDF file is probably a scanned version. To fix that, you need to use Wondershare PDFelement to turn PDF into searchable text. Let's find out below how to search a scanned PDF file for a specific word, phrase, or set of words.
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Step 1. Turn PDF into Searchable Text with OCR

To search for a word or phrase in the scanned PDF file, you need to convert it into editable text with OCR. To do so, open your scanned PDF document in PDFelement. When you open a scanned PDF file in PDFelement, it automatically detects the scanned document and offers to perform OCR. So, click the "Perform OCR" button to change it into an editable format.



Now, you have to choose one of the 2 options: 1) Searchable Text Image 2) Editable Text.

In the Scan option, you can just find and read the desired text while in the "Scan to editable text" option, you cannot only find the text but can also edit and replace it. You can also change the language and customize the pages if needed.



Step 2. Search Words in Scanned PDF

If you are looking for a specific word that is used more than one time in the PDF and is spread over several locations in the file, you can do it easily. Once the scanned PDF document is converted into editable text successfully, you can press the "Ctrl +F" keys to search words.

To sum up, these were the three different tutorials to search for a word, keyword, or phrase in a PDF file using three different methods. In the third method, if have also taught you how you can find and replace a word in a scanned PDF document using the PDFelement OCR feature.



  Try It Free
  Try It Free
  BUY NOW
  BUY NOW



  
    
      
    
    
      
    
  

  Try It Free


Watch the video to learn more about how to search for a word in a PDF:



		







Part 2: How to Search a Word in PDF on Mac

PDFelement for Mac features a simple interface for Mac users. People new to Mac are quite comfortable with the platform, considering the resources featured across the tool. If you are looking into the steps to search for a word in a PDF, you need to look into the below steps.
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Step 1. Open PDF with PDFelement for Mac

Launch PDFelement for Mac on your device. Once done, import the document through the "Open" button on the homepage. Or drag and drop the file into this window.



Step 2. Access the Search Button

To search text across the PDF document, the user can utilize the shortcut key of “Command + F.” However, to manually locate it, tap on the icon on the extreme right of the first menu. Following this, select the “Search” icon to add text for searching across the document.

Type in the search across the provided space. Obtain the results and change the results according to your requirement.
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Part 3: How to Search Word in PDF Online

Users with no access to PDF editors can consider working with Google Chrome. The platform provides a very limited set of tools; however, searching a word in a PDF is available across Chrome. To understand the process to search for text in PDF, you need to look into the steps shown below.

Steps on how to search a PDF for words using Google Chrome:

Step 1: Launch Google Chrome on your device. Once launched, you can drag and drop your PDF file into Chrome to open it.

Step 2: Once done, the user can consider working with the following shortcut keys to search for details. Use "CTRL + F" for Windows, or "Command + F" on Mac.

Step 3: Then you can type in the text and search for all the results. Locate all words that are necessary for editing.
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