
    







  
    
      
        
          
            
          
        
        
          
          
            PDFelement: PDF Editor, Scanner

            Edit, Convert, Annotate PDF

            Edit, Annotate PDF

          

        

      

      OPEN
      OPEN
    

  




  
    
      
        
          wondershare
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
  
    Video Creativity
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Video Creativity Products

        
          
          
            Filmora
            Complete video editing tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            DemoCreator
            Efficient tutorial video maker.

          

        
        
          
          
            UniConverter
            High-speed media conversion.

          

        
        
          
          
            Virbo
            Powerful AI video generator.

          

        
        
          
          
            Presentory
            AI video presentation maker.

          

        
        View all products
      

      
        Explore

        	Overview
	Video
	Photo
	Creative Center


      

    

  


	
  
    Diagram & Graphics
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Diagram & Graphics Products

        
          
          
            EdrawMax
            Simple diagramming.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawMind
            Collaborative mind mapping.

          

        
        
          
          
            EdrawProj
            A professional Gantt chart tool.

          

        
        
          
          
            Mockitt
            Design, prototype & collaborate online.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    PDF Solutions
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        PDF Solutions Products

        
          
          
            PDFelement
            PDF creation and editing.

          

        
        
          
          
            Document Cloud
            Cloud-based document management.

          

        
        
          
          
            PDF Reader
            Simple and free PDF reading.

          

        
        
          
          
            HiPDF
            Free All-In-One Online PDF Tool.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	
  
    Data Management
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
        Data Management Products

        
          
          
            Recoverit
            Lost file recovery.

          

        
        
          
          
            Repairit
            Repair broken videos, photos, etc.

          

        
        
          
          
            Dr.Fone
            Mobile device management.

          

        
        
          
          
            MobileTrans
            Phone to phone transfer.

          

        
        
          
          
            FamiSafe
            Parental control app.

          

        
        View all products
      

    

  


	Explore AI
	Business
	Shop
	Support
	
              Sign in
            
	
              
              
                
                Account Center
                Sign out
              

            


        

      

    

  
  
    
      
        
          
            
            PDFelement
          
        

        
          
            
          
          
            
          
        
        
          	
              
                Products
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Desktop

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Windows
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Mac
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDF Reader for Windows
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Mobile App

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for iPhone/iPad
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement for Android
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  InstaScan - PDF Scanner for iPhone
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Cloud & SDK

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                  
                                  Document Cloud
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement Pro DC
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  PDFelement SDK
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              What's New
                            

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                
                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Solutions
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Educational Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Read PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Annotate PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Create PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Combine PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Personal Users

                            
                            	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Convert PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Edit PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Compress PDF
                                
                              
	
                                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                  
                                  Organize PDF
                                
                              


                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Professional Users

                            
                            
                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF Form
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Sign PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Protect PDF
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Batch PDF
                                  
                                


                              	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    PDF OCR
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    Extract PDF Data
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                    
                                    AI-Powered PDF Tool
                                  
                                
	
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                      
                                      
                                    
                                    eSign PDFs Legally
                                  
                                


                            

                          

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              Industries
                            

                            
                            
                              	
                                  Education
                                
	
                                  IT Service
                                
	
                                  Legal
                                
	
                                  Healthcare
                                


                              	
                                  Financial
                                
	
                                  Government
                                
	
                                  Publishing
                                
	
                                  Freelancer
                                


                            

                          

                        

                      

                      
                        All PDF Features
                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              
                Resources & Help
                
                  
                    
                  
                

              
              
                
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            Hot Topics

                            
                            	
                                Top List
                              
	
                                Mac Software
                              
	
                                PDF Apps
                              
	
                                OCR PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Sign PDF Tips
                              
	
                                Edit PDF like Word
                              
	
                                PDF Converter Tips
                              
	
                                PDF Compressor Tips
                              


                            Find More Topics
                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                                Why PDFelement

                                
                                	
                                    Customer Stories
                                  
	
                                    PDF Software Comparison
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                Better Use

                                
                                	
                                    Tech Specs
                                  
	
                                    Contact Support
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                User Guide

                                
                                	
                                    PDFelement for Windows
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Mac
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for iOS
                                  
	
                                    PDFelement for Android
                                  


                              

                            

                            
                              
                                 

                                
                                	
                                    PDF Reader
                                  
	
                                    Document Cloud
                                  
	
                                    InstaScan for iPhone
                                  


                              

                            

                          

                        

                        

                        
                          
                            Explore More

                            
                            	
                                Reviews
                                See what our users say.

                              
	
                                Free PDF Templates
                                Edit, print, and customize free templates.

                              
	
                                PDF Knowledge
                                PDF-related information you need.

                              
	
                                Download Center
                                Download the most powerful and simple PDF tools.

                              


                          

                        

                      

                    

                  

                

              

            
	
              Upgrade
            
	
              Business
            
	
              Download
              Download
              Pricing
              Pricing
            
	
              
                
                  
                    
                    
                  
                
              
            


        

      

    

  


 


 Top







 Top


  
    
    
      
        
          Home
          >
          Protect PDF Online
          >
          Top 6 Free & Easy-to-use PDF Openers: Open PDF Online or Offline
        
      

    
    
  
    
    
      
        Top 6 Free & Easy-to-use PDF Openers: Open PDF Online or Offline

        

      

    
    
  
    
    
      
        
          
            
              
                
              

              
                Elise Williams

              

            
          

          
            
              
              
                
                  
                    
                  
                
              
              
              
              
              
                
                  
                    
                  
                
              
              
            

          

        

      

    
    
    
    
      
        




PDFelement-Powerful and Simple PDF Editor

Get started with the easiest way to manage PDFs with PDFelement!
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Let's face it - PDF is the best format to handle documents for personal or business purposes. However, without the right PDF tool, it is difficult to open or even manage a PDF file seamlessly.

So, if you have a PDF file you're looking to open online, you'll need a reliable online PDF opener to perform the task. But the question is: Which online PDF opener is best for opening PDFs online?

Well, this guide will introduce you to the top six free and easy-to-use PDF openers that can come in handy to open PDFs online or offline without compromising your PDF document. Just make sure you stick to the end to find the ideal PDF tool that suits your needs.



In this article

Part 1. 5 Top Rated Online PDF Openers You Can Try

 1. Smallpdf - Display, print, and share PDFs online

 2. Google Drive - Store, share, and collaborate on files and folders.

 3. DocFly - Open, View, and Read PDFs

 4. Softgateon PDF Viewer

 5. XODO PDF.online

Part 2. Pros and Cons of Opening PDF Files online

Part 3. All-in-one Offline Solution - PDF Opener, Editor, Converter, Translator, Printer, and More.







Part 1: 5 Top Rated Online PDF Openers You Can Try

After reviewing several online PDF openers, we've curated a list of the best five options you can count on to open your PDF files quickly, and they include the following;

1. Smallpdf - Display, print, and share PDFs online

Smallpdf is one of the most reputable PDF online tools trusted by many users, including professionals, to handle PDF files online. It can open, print, and share PDF files online. And thankfully, it has a simple interface, making it easy to use for anyone, including non-tech-savvy individuals.

Also, aside from opening PDF files, Smallpdf offers several helpful features, such as a PDF unlocker, PDF converter, password-protection, PDF merger, PDF signer, and lots more for working on PDF files online.

Key Features

	Quickly open PDF files to make them shareable and printable.
	Digitally sign PDF.
	Password-protect and unlock PDF within a few clicks.
	Convert PDF files into various formats efficiently.
	Merge PDF files.
	Compress large PDF files.
	Add page number to PDF.


Here is how to use Smallpdf to open PDF files online;

Step 1 Open the Smallpdf PDF Opener in your browser.

Step 2 Click Choose File and upload the PDF file you intend to open online.



Step 3 Wait for Smallpdf to open the uploaded PDF document. This will take only a few minutes, depending on your internet connection.



2. Google Drive - Store, share, and collaborate on files and folders.

You might be surprised to see Google Drive on our list of online PDF openers. But yes, it offers such a function. If you're looking to open a PDF online directly from Google or your PC's storage, this tool will allow you to get the job done within a few clicks.

Besides, unlike Smallpdf, it allows you to store PDF documents in cloud-based storage, share, and collaborate with co-workers on files and folders seamlessly. Plus, it supports the opening of PDF files online with third-party apps.



Key Features

	Facilitate collaboration on files and folders.
	Allows storage of files to cloud-based storage.
	Share PDF files across various platforms without hassle.
	Open and edit PDFs online with various third-party apps.
	View and print PDF documents.


Step 1 Open Google Drive in your PC's browser. Then, click New at the top left side and Select File Upload to upload the PDF file you want to open online.



Step 2 Locate the uploaded PDF file and right-click it. Then, select Open With to open your PDF online.



3. DocFly - Open, View, and Read PDFs

Another reliable online PDF opener is DocFly. It allows you to open, view, and read PDF files online efficiently. And besides opening PDFs, it can be used to carry out other PDF tasks like PDF creation, PDF form filling, PDF editing, PDF merging, PDF password protecting, PDF conversion, etc.



Ultimately, DocFly offers similar functions as many of its competitors, and thanks to its simple interface, users don't require any learning curve to be able to employ any of its tools when working on PDF documents online.

Key Features

	Create and convert PDF documents.
	Password protect, sign, and fill out the PDF form.
	Compress and merge PDF.
	Print PDF.


4. Softgateon PDF Viewer

If you're looking for an online tool that allows you only view PDFs online, then Softgateon is the ideal tool that you need. Unlike the prior mentioned tools, this online tool does offer basic PDF editing features that allow you to convert, password-protect, create, or perform other PDF operations online.



Key Features

	View PDF from a computer browser.
	Supports various file formats.
	Supports PDF printing.


5. XODO PDF.online

Our last but definitely not the least online PDF viewer is the XODO PDF online tool. This tool makes PDF viewing and reading very straightforward, and it executes the operation fast. Plus, just like the previously mentioned online tools, except Softgateon PDF Viewer, XoDO PDF Online supports many helpful tools that can be used to convert, sign, unlock, password-protect, and do lots more on PDF files within a few clicks.



Key Features

	Convert file to PDF online.
	Convert PDF to various formats.
	View and read PDF.
	Fill and digitally sign the PDF form within a few clicks.
	Merge, Split, and Crop PDF.
	Supports OCR converter.




Part 2: Pros and Cons of Opening PDF Files online






Pros

  
Free: Unlike desktop software, online tools allow you to open PDF files and perform various operations for free.



  
Easy to Use: You don't need technical knowledge to operate online tools.



  
App Installation Is Not Required: You can easily open PDF without necessarily installing third-party software.



  
High-Compatibility: Online tools are accessible on any device, be it Android, iPhone, Mac, or Windows.









Cons

   
Unavailability of Text Editing Functionality: Even though online tools give you access to open PDFs and perform several operations; they don't usually support text editing tools to edit PDF text.



   
PDF Data is usually hosted online: Online tools usually host user data online, which is highly risky for PDF documents containing sensitive information.



   
Rely on Internet Connection: You can't open a PDF with an online tool without a stable internet connection.



   
It Can't Handle Large PDF: Most online tools are not usually efficient enough to handle large PDF files.











Part 3: All-in-one Offline Solution - PDF Opener, Editor, Converter, Translator, Printer, and More.

Opening PDF online is great if you don't want to install a third-party app. But is that a good reason to risk hosting your PDF data online? If you value the information in your PDF file, it's always advisable to use an offline tool to manage PDF documents, and one of the best options you can find online is the Wondershare PDFelement software.



  Try It Free
  Try It Free
  BUY NOW
  BUY NOW



  
    
      
    
    
      
    
  

  Try It Free




PDFelement is an all-in-one PDF solution that offers several PDF management tools, including a PDF opener, editor, translator, printer, merger, OCR editor, and lots more that can always come in handy to handle PDF files efficiently.

Besides, unlike other regular PDF tools, it's compatible with any device, be it Android, iPhone, Mac, or Windows. And thankfully, it has a clean user interface, thus making navigation easy for all users.

Key Features

	Supports advanced OCR editing that allows you to turn scanned documents into searchable and editable files.
	Edit PDF text and translate it into various languages without errors.
	Digitally sign, password-protect, and unlock PDF within a few clicks.
	Create and convert PDF into various formats such as Word, PPT, XLSX, etc.
	Supports PDF batch processing that allows you to open more than one PDF file simultaneously.
	Annotate and add comments to PDFs.
	Supports PDF read mode that allows you to focus on only reading the content of PDF files without any distraction.


Conclusion

Opening PDF files online is no longer a big deal. All thanks to tech experts for coming up with efficient online tools that facilitate the process.

The online tools introduced above can help users with any level of experience to open PDFs online perfectly, and they are all free to use.

However, considering the fact that online tools host your PDF data online, it's recommended you employ an offline tool to open PDF. PDFelement is the ideal tool to help you operate flawlessly.
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